Mr. Dan Glebe

August 2020

 Academic Decathlon

2020 -- 2021
This course is a 1 or 2 semester course (full year is preferred) designed to prepare students for the Academic Decathlon contest.  The purposes of Academic Decathlon are to encourage students to develop a greater respect for knowledge, to promote wholesome competition in academic areas of study and interest, and to stimulate intellectual growth and achievement.  The Regional Academic Decathlon competition occurs in February.  The contest will consist of ten events, broken into the following categories:


Multiple-choice exams (each exam lasting 30 minutes):


1.
Art – 50 Questions

2.
Economics – 50 Questions
3.
Language and Literature (Cat’s Cradle by Kurt Vonnegut) – 50 Questions
4.
Mathematics (General Math, Geometry, Intro to Differential Calculus) – 35 Questions

5.
Music – 50 Questions
6.
Science (An Introduction Astronomy) – 50 Questions
7.
Social Science (The history of the Cold War) – 50 Questions

Other Evaluations:

8.
An Essay Exam (topics from any of the above categories) – 50 minutes to write on ONE of the given topics

9.
Speech Event – Prepared (3.5 to 4 minutes in length) and




               Impromptu (1.5 to 2 minutes in length)

10.
Interview Event

*Super Quiz – An oral test covering the information contained in seven sections of the USAD material:  art, economics, language and literature, mathematics, music, science and social science.  
The theme for this year's competition is The Cold War.  

There is a great variety of material to learn, so this should be a very interesting, fun, and rewarding class.  At times it will be challenging as well.  Please keep in mind we are building a team, so each person will need to participate and do his/her part.

The weighting of nine-week grades is as follows:

Formative Assessments
40%  
(homework, quizzes, etc.)
Summative Assessments
60%
(Tests, Essays, Speeches)
Each nine-week grade will count 45% of the semester grade, and the final exam will count 10% of the semester grade.

You are required to attend the Academic Decathlon Practice Meets.  Due to the uncertainty as a result of COVID-19, the dates for these events are still To Be Determined (TBD), but usually they take place in the middle of November, then again in early December.  Practice Meets are typically held on a Saturday and will be known once the Academic Decathlon Coaches meeting occurs (usually in late September or early October).  Attendance at these sessions is expected, and will count toward your nine-week grade for this class.
While in remote instruction, YOU ARE REQUIRED TO SIGN IN EACH DAY IN EACH CLASS.  There will be a mandatory daily attendance form to fill out. If you procrastinate and wait to sign in until after midnight, you will be counted absent.  Plan accordingly!

Tutorials will be available via Zoom.  Exact days and times for tutorials this class are still in the planning stages.  Once set, the times will be posted in Google Classroom.  If you need help, send a message via Remind (see below), and I will try to respond as soon as possible.

You will be required to join the REMIND class for this section.  Join codes and instructions will be posted in Google Classroom.

There may be some study sessions that will take place outside of the usual class time.  To meet our goals, each of you will need to commit to doing your part to prepare for our competition in January.
Required Materials:
1 
3” 3-ring binder (provided)
1 1” 3-ring binder (can be provided if needed)
1 Spiral Notebook (for notes – bigger is better!)

2 Highlighters

1 Jump Drive (for your personal use)

Important Dates:
Practice Meet 1 (TBD)

Dress Rehearsal (TBD, possible evening of Tuesday, 
December 2nd, 4-8 p.m.)




Practice Meet 2 (TBD)




Regional Competition: Friday, January 29th, and 

Saturday, January 30th 




State Competition: February 26th thru Sunday, February 28th 



National Competition: April 29th –May 1st, in Des Moines, IA
We are looking forward to working with you to make this a rewarding, successful year!!
Mr. Glebe’s contact information:


Conference Period:

7th (2:10 – 3:00) during Remote Learning


Phone:


281-229-6565


e-mail:


dglebe@dickinsonisd.org
I am looking forward to working with you this year!!

